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BR3TH2RN CHURCH III POCAHO!J?AS COUIJTY 

# 

rhe bretharn denomination in this county hae always 
been under the churches in the valley of Virginia, or at least 
vie have always looked to them for leadership and most of our 
preachers have come from there. 1 could u-»*t fi nd no records 
in this county, but hev. Isaac J. Garber rrote to some older 

i * 

men in Virginia whose forefathers had been early ministers in 
the mountain churches. Therefore it is to them that I am indebted 
for much of the early history of these churches. 

Quoting from a letter from A. 3. Thonae, "There ere no 
records to my knowledge, only 1 know that the mission work was 
established in Pocahontas at an early date, l know that in 
1858 my father Jacob Thomas "as on a preaching tour into the 
county (horse back), My Uncle ^Rniel Thomas became ill and Martin 
Kuff was sent after him, but he had died and was buried before 
father reached home. 1 am sure that before the uivil Y,ar, there 
v'as preaching in that county for i hove heard nro. George Y.ine 
tell about an old church one half mile this side of Allegheney 
Ghapel. The first trip 1 mode was before the chapel was built. 

T/e preached just below the road from the chapel. The work had 
been in progress some years before for there were two preachers 
when i first went, bro. V,. l.ilmoth and bro. John Varner, i 
made this trip about 50 years ago." 

The church he here referrs to is the old log church 
on Top Allegheney mountain near the Virginia line. The deed 


for4this old churoh v.ae gi-ven on July 31, 1850 by *'&oo'b leager 

and ~srah his wifw, and •‘ohn leager and Jtorgaret hie wife, 

parties 4>f the first part, to John feager, Jonas ruffenberger. 

# 

^ble Wilfong, Andrew £urner, Washington Arbogast, Andrew Wooddell 
and Prank ‘•uram, trustees. Camp Baldwin was located on this site 
during the uivil i*ar and the old church was used as a hospital 
and a barracks. 

ihis church is believed tb be the first preaching piece of 
the -orethern f or Dunkards as the;/ were usually called, in this 

* i • 

. county, Prom there it spread to union chapel, called leverage 
cfcurch, on clover Creek. 

"ihe first statistics of the .orethern church were compiled 
about 1880. At that time they show the following places where 
there was regular preaching in v/est Virginia. Valley bead in 
-•tandolph county, ‘lop Allegheney in Pocahontas county, clo ver 
w reek in Pocahontas county, Dry ^un, Mt. freedom, couth branch, 
oouth -P'ork and Pendleton all in Pendleton county, ■‘•he following 
brethern had been elected to the ministry in these communities 
and were helping carry on the work, J. Spencer, John Varner, 
and h. A'ilmoth of lop Allegheney, B. Yiilfong of Bdrey end 
Levi beverage of clover creek."(Wilfongs address was Ldray 
but he lived only a few miles from Beverage church on Clover 
Creek). " Jacob Thomas and Martin MUier, Sr. were early ministers 
in Pocahontas county, and a little later come Birnm »illercnnd Joe 
Cline. : r? Joe leverage, a brother tp -Cevi, often came here to 

visit hie brothers and would a. sist in t revival or hold services 
on wundey. Jacob Garber was also an early preacher in this county. 

in l^Ud, a new church called "llegheney ''hapel ras built 
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Oli Top Allegheney, aha deed .woe given by mn. ■&• Freeman end 
Mary A . Freeman his wife, parties of the firBt pert, to 
K._L£S» hilmoth and Marvin Mlfong, two of a hoard of five 
trustees: representing the Lunknrd church, uartin J- Colav; and 
F. A. fracylrepresenting the n. E. Church) and Km. *>• Freeman, 
to he held in trust by them and their sucessors as a public 
place of worship for the two denominations above mentioned: The 
tl. El Church to use it on the first and third cundays, and the 
Lunkards church to use it on the second and fourth Sundays 

t 

of each month. A certain tract of land on the Staunton and 
Farkersburg xurnpike near where the buffalo Mountain road 
intersects the Fjke, containing one acre/ 

From a clipping on the death of iats. v.ilmoth in "ov: 

" Mrs. babina Wilmoth labored earnestly beside her husband to 
build a better home and community life, xheir efforts were 
centered especially on the iiop Allegheney church, of which 
she was a life long member, xheir home became the temporary home 
for summer workers and visiting ministers, and is remembered 
by all for the hospitality and the interest in music that was 
prevelent there.” bhe was the wife of W. Lee Wilmoth, who is the 
same ft. Wilmoth referred to previously. 

"Allegheney chapel is said to he the highest church 
in best Virginia. It stande at an elevation of 3000 feet, it 
must he one of the three or four highest churches in all the App. 
olachians. This church is built on a battle field. The battle of 
Top Allegheney was fought here, part of it on the very ground 
on which the church stands, aero the rederel forces attacked 
and vere driven hack by the confederates who had fortified the 
rc ountain just east of the present site of the church. DeecAronc 



remain tolay a Jaw hundred feet from the church. «oar then are 
fifteen or twehty heaps of stones that rare once the chimneys of 
log cabins in whloh the Confederates wintered, u'heee cebins 
stood for some years after the Civil War. 

■ihe Allegheney Chapel is used hy two dononinctione. ‘The 

German Baptist Brethern hold services in it one Sunday and the 

• • 
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•Methodists the next, •‘•he nimhership includes the residents of 

tro states Virginia and ..est Virginia, near this unusually 

/ 

situated church is some of the most "beautiful scenery in all 

best Virginia." *rons-Vi'est Virginia review,hy Charles Carpenter 

HEYEIT3R BKETHER1I CHURCH 

This church on Back Allegheney mountain, two miles from 
nostermcn was the first, and is the only church in the county 
built by the Brethern themselves and deeded to them alone, 
xhe members of this church had their first services at the home 
of Adsm and nebecea Bevener. Adam Bevener, Sr. and his brothers 
Kober.t, Samuel and Johni had come from nockingham county Virginia, 
and settled on Back mountain some time in the later part of the 
1800's. They were Brethern when they cane, in 1904, they built 
a church on land given hy Samuel Bevener, widower, to ^enes £• 
Hoover, nohert ^• Hevener and John J. Bevener, trustees of the 
cerrnan Baptist brethern near nosteman- for the use of the v»ermen 
Baptist Brethern of nevener church. 

The church v/os completed and de Heated on June 12, 1904. 

The ieiicatory sermon was preached hy Birara i». Miller of 

Bridgewater, Virginia. At the tine the church v'bb built, there 
v ore only a fer families of Brethern on the mountain. These 

’ere the families of t-o above named nevei.ers, James I. Hoover, 




and benjamin w ollt nB _ , 

B ’ u loca l preacher hut i.* 

membership of around 60. ’ r they hod B ***** 

the church w as hunt, John m Hev 
pr.achor and renamed 30 until h ’ bBCa “ 

ago. n.v. ah “ h " ra °" ad t0 

not only at „ 161 lh0n UO ™ on the "Ort and preached 

e\ener church hut at no-er Ton v 

‘ nope Af . + e-er, lop ^llegheney/uaw 

„ ’ ' er lM “0 J - e«rtar. rho has been on the circuit 

,Ufir8 ’ bnJ ls the eighth generation in o family of 

^ et] ‘ 6rn preac - er s. He ie to he sent to a church in Virginia 

* irSt Jaa rch, and some one else will take his place here. 

Pugh was licened by the Brethern to preach 20 years 

&e ° Rnd Sulce tbjat tlme Han been very active in carrying on the 
v 'ork in this county. 

-ach year preachers from the valley of Virginia cone to 
Hevener church and hold revivals. Twenty three years ago a 

preacher by the name of Ernest uoughnan held a revival and 
baptised 20 in one day* 

-ach summer, too, they send one of their women workers here 
to honduct a Bible School in this church. 

-the present members are; B. o. Davidson and family, 
idam 0. *evener, Jr . and fQDll7i ars. Herm „ n „ ratGhouse _ 

Jrfl tehouse, John sratehouse and family, James 1.1. Uolar 

6:14 fa " ily ’ A - S ‘ Sheets am family, barker uragg Bnd f8m i ly> 

*lrs. oallle Wight, lira, -elna button of Durbin comes to this 
church for communion. 


lirethern church 


in lsue. th. Ola eohool house at noeteraan ras 
soli by the oourd of aducotlon to JS. u. and 0. u. Hatllff 

who in turn deeded it to u H 4 . 

xo Um "right, trustee # end it tqb for 

a time used a 3 a Progressive uunkard church, it rae then eold 

and moved to the upper end of the county in 1922 and the deed 

v.as given by Charles ±>. Cromer and diary x i. Cromer his wife, to 

* 

rL Collins, l)• ri# bright, and J. H. Uroner, trustees, it 
v/as use<i only a few years, when it v/as destroyed by fire. 
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At the present time there are tvo are them preachers 

in this county, riev. Isaac Carher and Kev. J. W. ?ngh. 

At Havener church there are £8 members. At ilerr Memorial 

church Hoyer they have their largest membership with 92 

members, rrom r>oyer and surrounding communities, some of them 

/ 

as far south as Clade Hill. At Hew Hope church between rrost 
and uunmore there is a membership of 16. At ^Hegheney Chapel 
on xop Allegheney there ire only 11 members, only 4 of whom are 
land owners, they others are .lust ready to move from the 
mountain at any time, because of this small class and since the 
I-ethoiists have not used the church for several years, it has 
gone down until the church has been abandoned altogether, end 
plans are to have it torn dov:n in the spring and the material 
divided equally between the tro denominations. The Uethodiste 
plan to use their part of the lumber to build class roons to 
the Arbovale church. The Brethcrn are not sure yet just what 
they will use their part of it for, perhaps to build e church 
to accommodate some of the members that now belong to the Boyer 

church, tfev. uarber has nil of tho above named appointments. 





riev. **ugh preaches at Woods •fc'oage uhopel at .Poage Lane. 

ne has a membership of 20 at this church. There has been a 

» 

class in this community sinoe 1873 when Union Chapel, known as 
•Beverage church ras built, and no one bnows how long "before, 
he also preaches on Stony Creek. At first they used old Hamline 

s 

chapel, bpt they now use the Kresbyterian church e t that place. 
i‘here are 14 members on Stony Creek »'ith i»irs £id. booddell and her 
• v .daughter Ada ns two of the mein workers. At Central Union there 
are 10 members with Levi Irvine and Kessie Vtilfong as two of 
the main ones. Luster hoiddell and Kessie bilfong are the Deacons. 

hecorde show that as the -Brethern moved into the county, 
that they mode requests for preachers to he sent and a committee 
of o. A. Shaver, John A. Cline end if. S. Sanger were appointed to 
receive calls and to see that they were filled by a ninister. 

Local churches were, however.responsible for the mission work 
in the mountain churches in this District until in 1920 when 
a District hoard was appointed to look after the mountain churches 
An effort is being made to make them self reliant instead of 
looking to the churches in Virginia for so much help. 




